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OCPS Distance Learning Packet 

Grade 4 ELA 

Week of Monday, April 27th 

 

 

Day Standard Instructions 

Monday Refer to details and examples 
from the text.  
 
Make inferences about the text.  

● Read and review the skills slides.  

● Read Civil Rights Activists: Harriet Tubman and 

answer the questions about the text.  

Tuesday Refer to details and examples 
from the text.  
 
Make inferences about the text. 

● Read Primary Sources: Conductor on the 

Underground Railroad Part 2 and answer the 

questions about the text.  

Wednesday Integrate information from 
multiple sources 

● Read and review the skills slides.  

● Reread Civil Rights Activist: Harriet Tubman and 

Underground Railroad Part 2. 

● Complete the questions to compare the points of 

view from both texts.  

Thursday Informative/Explanatory 
Writing  

● Review and unpack the writing prompt.  

● Read and annotate the text(s).  

● Create an evidence table and plan your essay using 

the graphic organizers.  

Friday Informative/Explanatory 
Writing  

● Write your essay.  

● Edit and revise your essay.  

Daily: Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes.  

 
**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, 
please contact their teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed 
to supporting our students throughout this distance learning experience. Thank you 
for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday 
 

 
 
Review: 
When we are talking about a text and what it says, either explicitly (which means the 
answer is right there) or inferring (which means readers use things they already know 
plus the text to understand the text), it is important to refer to details and examples 
from the text in answers.  
 
Review the example below:  
 
The weather report for today shows that there is an 80% chance of rain from 7:00 a.m. 
until noon. When leaving for the day, remember to bring an umbrella or raincoat! There 
is a 30% chance of rain from 4:00 p.m. until midnight. A city parade is planned for 5:00 
p.m.  
 
Based on the example above:  
 
Explicit information in the example: 

● There is a high chance for rain in the morning and a lower chance for rain in the 
evening.  

● There is a planned parade at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Inferences that can be made from this example:  

● It is probably going to rain in the morning.  
● The parade probably won’t be canceled because there is a good chance it won’t 

rain.  
 



Civil Rights Activists: Harriet Tubman

 

Harriet Tubman Wiki Commons 

Synopsis: Harriet Tubman was born in Maryland in 1820 as a slave. She escaped
from her masters in 1849. She then guided other runaway slaves through the
Underground Railroad, a secret network of safe places, until they reached the
North. She helped hundreds of slaves escape in her lifetime, including her whole
family. 

Early Life

Harriet Tubman was born to slave parents in Maryland. She was probably born in
the 1820s. Her real name was Araminta Harriet Ross.

Her early life was very tough. Her master sold three of her sisters to other slave
owners. This split her family apart. But her mother stopped a trader from buying
her youngest brother. This set a strong example for young Tubman.

By Biography.com Editors and A+E Networks, adapted by Newsela staff on 07.25.16 
Word Count 486 
Level 630L 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 1



Pain was a part of Harriet's everyday life. The worst incident occurred when she
was a teenager. She met a slave who had left the fields without permission. The
slave's owner told Tubman to stop his runaway. Tubman refused, so the owner
threw a weight at her head.

By the time Tubman was an adult, many African-American people in Maryland had
been freed. She married a man named John Tubman. He was one of these newly
free people.

Escape From Slavery

Tubman decided to escape after her owner died. She feared that her family would
be separated. So in 1849, she and two of her brothers ran away. There was a $300
reward for their capture. Her brothers were afraid of being caught, so they
returned home. Tubman went alone to Pennsylvania. 

Tubman used the Underground Railroad to travel 90 miles to Philadelphia. The
Underground Railroad was a secret network of safe houses and places to rest.
Runaway slaves used this network to travel North. The Northern states did not
have slavery. If slaves made it there, they would be free. Tubman crossed into the
free state of Pennsylvania with a feeling of relief. She said that "the sun came like
gold through the trees, and over the fields, and I felt like I was in Heaven.”

Tubman decided to rescue her family and bring them North. She guided her
parents, brothers and sisters to Philadelphia. She also led about 60 other slaves to
freedom. This was the first of her many trips. 

A Scout And A Spy

A new law changed things in 1850. It was called the Fugitive Slave Law. This law
stated that escaped slaves could be captured in the North. If they were caught,
they would be taken back to their owners. To keep from getting caught, Tubman
changed the route of the Underground Railroad. Canada did not have this law,
so Tubman led the runaway slaves to Canada instead.

When the Civil War broke out, Harriet Tubman helped the antislavery North. She
worked for the Union Army as a cook and a nurse. She soon became a scout and a
spy. At one point she helped free 750 slaves in South Carolina.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 2



What inference can be made about Harriet Tubman’s early life? Support your 
answer with evidence from the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the text, what was the Underground Railroad? Support your answer 
with explicit evidence from the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did the new law in 1850 change things for Harriet Tubman?  

 
 
 
 
 
Circle a detail from the text that supports how things changed from the new law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Primary Sources: Conductor on the
Underground Railroad Part Two

 

Slaves fleeing from Maryland to Delaware by way of the Underground Railroad. Ann Ronan Pictures/Print Collector/Getty
Images 

The second in a two-part series

Editor’s Note: The Underground Railroad was a network of free African-
Americans and whites who helped slaves escape to freedom. The “railroad” was a
series of stops in homes where runaway slaves could safely hide on their way to
the North. John P. Parker was born into slavery in Virginia, but became a free man
by 1845. He moved to Ohio, where he worked as an iron maker by day and
rescued slaves by night. Parker helped hundreds escape to freedom along the
busiest part of the Underground Railroad.

Below is part of Parker's own account, assembled from interviews with him in
1885.

By Original document from the public domain, adapted by Newsela staff on 02.08.17 
Word Count 666 
Level 830L 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 1



"My Mission Was A Dangerous One"

There was one adventure that required all my skill and resourcefulness. It started
when my friend Tom Collins came to me one night very excited. He brought with
him one of the free men of the town and a message. It said that there were slaves
hiding in the woods in Kentucky about 20 miles from the river.

Their leader had been captured and, with no one to guide them, they were
helpless.

I volunteered to go to the rescue. My mission was a dangerous one, so I put a pair
of pistols in my pockets and a knife in my belt. A guide led me to the runaways,
who were hiding in the woods. There were 10 in all, including two women and
their husbands.

We dared not follow the road as we set out, because it was thoroughly patrolled
by guards. The woods were dense, so we could travel carefully in the daytime. It
was dangerous, but it was a chance I had to take.

"The Man Had Not Betrayed Our Presence"

In spite of my warnings, one man was thirsty and went looking for water. He had
hardly got out of sight when I heard him shout. He came racing through the
bushes being chased two white men.

As soon as I heard the shout, I made the others lie down. I looked through the
bushes and saw our man being led by a rope. He had his arms tied behind his
back. The man had not betrayed our presence to the white men.

After they passed, I ordered the crowd to their feet. We needed to get as far away
from this spot as we could. We made it to the river ahead of schedule, but there
was no boat waiting for us yet. I had no other choice than to go straight down the
bank, where we ran into a patrolman. Seeing the size of our group, he turned and
ran away. But I knew he would soon send others on our trail.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 2



"I Heard The Cry Of Hounds"

There were always boats about the ferry landing and my one hope was to beat my
pursuers to them. Sure enough, I found one boat at the ferry. While we were
searching for the oars, I heard the cry of hounds. The patrolmen had caught up to
us faster than I thought. I piled the crowd into the boat, only to find it so small it
would not carry all of us. Two men were left behind on the bank.

As I started to push off, a woman cried that one of the men on the bank was her
husband. Then I witnessed an example of self-sacrifice that made me proud of my
race. Hearing the woman's cry, one of the single men in the boat got up without a
word and walked to the bank. The woman's husband jumped into the boat as I
pushed off.

I knew the poor fellow would be captured. But we had escaped. Collins was
surprised and glad to see me. We decided to send the runaways to the home of the
Rev. James Gilliland at Red Oak Chapel, about five miles from town. There we left
them, and it was the last time we ever saw or heard of that crowd.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 3



Tuesday 
 
 
Tom Collins was excited. Is this an inference or explicit information from the 
text? Explain.  
 
 
 
 
 
Why was it important that they listen to his warnings? Use evidence from the 
text to explain this inference.  
 
 
 
 
 
What inference can be made about John P. Parker? Support your answer with 
evidence from the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday 
 

 
 

Review: 
Firsthand Account: The text is written by someone who was actually there during the 
event and was a part of it. We will see words such as I, we, and my. It is a primary 
source. 
Secondhand Account: The text is written by someone who may have researched an 
event or heard about it from someone else. The writer was not actually at the event or 
a part of it. They did not see it in person. We will see words like they, him, he, her, and 
she. This is a secondary source.  
 
**It is important to understand that there are different types of accounts that 
describe events and topics. The different types of accounts have a different 
focus of information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Use the table to compare the point of view of the two accounts. Be sure to 
include if it is a firsthand or secondhand account and the difference in the 
information each text provides.  Then answer the questions below.  

Civil Rights Activists: 
Harriet Tubman 

 

Both  Primary Sources: Conductor 
on the Underground Railroad 

Part Two 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How is the Underground Railroad described in “Civil Rights Activists: Harriet 
Tubman”? 
 
 
 
 
 
How is the Underground Railroad described in “Primary Sources: Conductor on 
the Underground Railroad Part Two”? 
 
 
 
 
 
How is the focus of the texts about the Underground Railroad different? 
 
 
 



 
 
Review: 
Remember, planning for an essay includes your controlling idea (answer to 
the prompt), main idea statements for your body paragraphs (reasons to 
support the controlling idea), transitions, evidence from the sources and 
elaboration. A good essay also has an introduction paragraph and a 
conclusion paragraph.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday 
Prompt: Write an informative essay to explain how the Underground Railroad was both dangerous 
and beneficial. Use evidence from both sources Civil Rights Activists: Harriet Tubman and 
Underground Railroad Part 2 to support your answer.  
 

Planning Page  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday 
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